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Correspondence from Germany
To the Volksblatt!

With doubled longing we anticipate the coming spring
since the last one was not to be counted among the better ones.
Supposedly, this year is to be improved, that is, for the farmer.

The Russian-Japanese war is also felt here in trade and
travel.

The young men leave for their positions in March to move
on to soldier's life in the fall. As it is portrayed in this soldier's
song:

Soldiers live a happy life.

The farmer supplies the roast
The gardener provides the cider.
That is a soldier's wages.

Today we promise Hanne

And tomorrow the Suzanne
Love must always remain fresh.
That is a soldier's honor.

A certain judge, 65 years old escorted a young woman of
22 home, a Miss Rehl from Graustein. Congratulations.

Old men should never liberate young women. Alas! They
should know better; they will become monkeys to these young
wives. What is a young Hopsassa to do with an old drip with
arthritis and gout, so get this out of your head. Oh, heed my
advice. Only equals have a place together; or else he will creep
around on crutches while she will be turning summersaults.

Shortly some families will be leaving again from here to
Texas, specifically to the area near Giddings. As the Spremberg
Anzeiger indicated, there will be 100,000 cabin passengers
traveling from America to Germany over the course of the
summer. Moving on, it might be noteworthy that passengers
traveling steerage have advantages over those traveling by 3"
class rail in Germany, especially if they have suitcases which are
handled free in steerage. 4" class is cheaper on shorter routes
without baggage. One has the advantage in 3" class because
suitcases travel with you so that getting off is faster than suitcases
in 4" class, though well paid for, are treated as slow freight and
arrive a few days later.

Many people emigrated to America last month. Some had
to wait at the harbor for another ship to leave. This caused a
serious riot. As an aside -- There was probably no one there to
offer an explanation at the farewells?

Momentarily there are numerous Russians leaving for
America because of the war. There is much restlessness and
bloodletting in central Russia and even the Tsar is concerned for
his life and is treated, similar to Napoleon, with poems poking fun
at him and all sorts of strange verses being sung about him. Russia
finds itself in a bad situation similar to ancient times in Jerusalem.
The lords and regents cannot agree among themselves and a
revolution has started in Russia's Poland. It is best to be several
thousand miles away from there.

We did not have any snow this winter but, on the other
hand, the Riesen Mountains are covered deep in snow. It was also
not very cold, with temperatures of 30 to 40 degrees Fahrenheit
during last February. Enough for now.

With greetings from a reader of your newspaper

M. H., Railroad man

P.S. A certain Mrs. Hollas from here asks if there might
be a Mrs. Marie Detsche in the area of Spreitz.

Translated by John Buerfeind
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